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SHOTGUN PLAYERS
ENCORE THEATRE COMPANY & SHOTGUN PLAYERS PRESENT

The Shaker Chair

BY ADAM BOCK

DIRECTED BY TRACY WARD

BERKELEY—  A new play by recent Obie award winner Adam Bock, author of Five Flights  and The Typographer's Dream.  A widow invests in a restored Shaker chair and discovers the intent of the design: it makes you want to get up and DO something.  Using wit and environmental activism Bock's play asks us: how far are you willing to go to fight injustice?  And can you live with the consequences? The Shaker Chair opens Saturday, December 15th, and runs Thursday-Sunday through January 27th, 2008 at The Ashby Stage in Berkeley.  
What part are we meant to play in the world that surrounds us? Is it our moral obligation to take action and advocate for our beliefs? The Shaker Chair deftly explores activism versus complacency in a drama that reveals itself in both the personal and the political. 

 “What part of the world isn’t shown onstage and what will happen if I have the guts to show it up there?” says Adam Bock in conversation about The Shaker Chair, a play which features three women in their 50s. “I wrote a play about women who are the agents of action. Rather than being satisfied with retreating into passivity or complicity, I wanted to show women thinking and responding to the challenges of the world around them because those are the women I know.”

Adam Bock’s plays include THE THUGS (OBIE Award) SWIMMING IN THE SHALLOWS (3 BATCC Awards, Clauder Award) FIVE FLIGHTS (Glickman Award) THE TYPOGRAPHER’S DREAM, THREE GUYS AND A BRENDA (Heideman Award) and THE RECEPTIONIST (upcoming at Manhattan Theater Club, Joe Mantello directing). His plays have been commissioned, developed and produced in NYC by Playwrights Horizons, Second Stage, SoHo Rep, Primary Stages, The Vineyard, Rattlestick, Clubbed Thumb, and regionally at the O'Neill, the Humana Festival, in San Francisco, Berkeley, LA, Seattle, Salt Lake, Montreal, Toronto, London, and Edinburgh, among others. He is the resident playwright at Encore Theatre Company, a Shotgun Players artistic associate, and a New Dramatist member playwright. He is currently writing a screenplay for Scott Rudin/Miramax. His play THE DRUNKEN CITY will be produced at Playwrights Horizons this spring.
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Since its formation in 1986, Encore Theatre Company has claimed a distinct identity in the Bay Area theater community.  Originally a showcase for experimental work by alumni and associates of American Conservatory Theater, Encore, headed by Artistic Director Lisa Steindler for the past 14 years, focuses on bringing new works to the Bay Area; forging relationships between San Francisco’s best actors, designers and directors and the best new playwrights in North America.  From their first success with Arthur Schnitzler’s La Ronde, to recent success with Adam Bock’s The Typographer’s Dream, critics have consistently hailed Encore's work as “daring,” “provocative,” “compelling,” and “dynamic.”

Shotgun Players is celebrating its sixteenth season.  Beginning in the basement of a pizza parlor by producing lesser known plays from famous playwrights, Shotgun Players now develops new works each season in our home of The Ashby Stage in South Berkeley.  Since 1992 Shotgun Players has produced over twenty new plays. Recent new works include Bulrusher by Eisa Davis (West Coast premiere, finalist for 2007 Pulitzer Prize); The Forest War by Mark Jackson and Love Is A Dream House In Lorin by Marcus Gardley (nominated for the 2006 Steinberg Award). 

Shotgun Players and Encore Theatre have collaborated to create an artistic team for The Shaker Chair. The production will be directed by Tracy Ward (Hunter Gatherers). Set Design by James Faerron (The Typographer’s Dream), Costume Design by Shotgun Company Member Valera Coble (The Forest War, Bulrusher). Lighting Design by Heather Basarab (Cabaret, Medea) & Sound Design by Sarah Huddleston ( In on It )
The cast of The Shaker Chair features Frances Lee McCain (Play It Again, Sam Original Broadway Cast member; The Right Kind of People, Magic Theatre), Scarlett Hepworth (Blood Wedding), Nancy Shelby (Winesburg, Ohio), Andrew Calabrese (A Queer Carol New Conservatory Theatre), Marissa Keltie (The Three Musketeers)  and Will Marchetti (The Right Kind of People)


CALENDAR LISTING

WHAT: The Shaker Chair :  A new play by recent Obie award winner Adam Bock, author of Five Flights  and The Typographer's Drea .  A widow invests in a restored Shaker chair and discovers the intent of the design: it makes you want to get up and DO something.  Using wit and environmental activism Bock's play asks us: how far are you willing to go to fight injustice?  And can you live with the consequences?
WHEN: previews December 12-14, opens on Saturday, December 15, and runs Thursday – Saturday at 8PM, Sundays at 5PM through January 27. 
WHERE: The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94703
TICKET PRICES:  Pay What You Can - $30. The first week of performances, December 12-16 are Pay-What-You-Can at the door for general seats. For December 20 – January 27, Tickets are $20 for Thursdays, $25 for Fridays and Sundays, and $30 for Saturdays. Reservations for all performances are strongly advised. For every performance there will be tickets released at the door. The waiting list for these tickets begins taking names one hour before the performance.

For more information go to www.shotgunplayers.org or call 510.841.6500 

For press photos, please download images from our website, or contact 

Liz Lisle at liz@shotgunplayers.org, or (510) 841-6500 x302
For more information on Encore Theatre Company go to www.encoretheatrecompany.org
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